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The  year  1915  witnessed  a  remarkable  improvement  in  industrial 
and  commercial  conditions  in  Canada  as  compared  with  1914,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  a  return  to  practically  normal  con- 
ditions in  many  phases  of  trade  and  industry.  At  the  end  of  1914 
there  was  considerable  unemployment,  but  during  1915  the  enlist- 
ment and  employment  of  men  for  military  purposes  and  in  mining, 
lumbering,  and  agricultural  operations  absorbed  the  bulk  of  the  sur- 
plus labor  supply.  In  some  localities  toward  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  workmen  in  some  skilled  occupations,  and 
of  agricultural  laborers  in  the  Western  Provinces  during  the  autumn. 

Building  operations  throughout  the  year  continued  dull  and 
showed  a  heavy  falling  off  even  from  the  quiet  conditions  of  the 
previous  year.  There  was,  however,  a  certain  amount  of  building 
going  on  in  rural  districts  and  in  parts  of  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Changes  in  Canada's  Foreign  Trade. 

There  was  a  great  change  in  Canada's  foreign  trade  during  1915. 
Previous  years  had  shown  a  large  surplus  of  imports  over  exports, 
but  with  the  commencement  of  the  war,  imports  commenced  to  de- 
crease and  exports  increased,  until  at  the  close  of  1915  the  adverse 
merchandise  balance  had  nrt  only  been  wiped  out,  but  exports,  ex- 
ceeded imports  by  $202,940,000  for  the  calendar  year.  The  reduc- 
tion in  imports  is  attributed  to  a  large  contraction, in  the  business  of 
all  trades  requiring  such  imports,  with  the  exception  of  such  mate- 
rials as  jute,  cloth,  wool,  hides,  leather,  and  other  supplies  needed  in 
the  manufacture  of  munitions  and  military  equipment. 

The  total  aggregate  trade  in  1915,  exclusive  of  movements  of  coin 
and  bullion,  was  $1,104,036,186,  as  compared  with  $909,634,821  in 
1914,  an  increase  of  $194,401,365.  Merchandise  im])orted  for  the  vear 
was  valued  at  $450,547,774,  as  compared  with  $481,319,309  the  "pre- 
vious year.  The  exports  of  merchandise  in  1915  were  valued  at 
$653,488,412,  compared  with  $428,315,512  the  previous  year.  There 
was  an  increase  in  all  items  under  which  exports  are  grouped,  excep- 
tionally heavy  increases  being  noticeable  in  agricultural  produce 
and  in  manufactures.  Where  in  1914  the  difference  between  total 
merchaudise  imports  and  exports  showed  an  adverse  trade  balance  of 
over  $50,000,000,  the  same  items  in  1915  showed  a  balance  in  Canada's 
favor  of  over  $240,000,000. 
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Import  and  Export  Statistics. 

The  folknving  is  a  summary  of  Canada's  trade  for  the  calendar 
year  1915  compared  with  1914.  INIovements  of  coin  and  bullion  are 
included,  but  as  is  pointed  out  in  the  statement  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  total  trade  fig-m-es  are  seriously  disturbed  by 
them,  and  figures  which  include  coin  and  bullion  should  not  be  taken 
as  an  indication  of  the  trade  of  Canada. 


Items. 

1914 

1915 

Items. 

1914 

1915 

IMPORTS  FOR  CON- 
SUMPTION. 

Dutiable  Roods 

$30'^,  SI  6. 904 
178,802,345 

$?61,842.173 
188,705,60) 

EXPORTS. 

Canadian  produce: 

S.53,  781, 1.32 
18,6.59,961 
41,871,3X3 
68,216,97.^ 

127,122,783 

69,181,9  4 

491,699 

$61  814  582 

The  O'^heriei- 

The  forest 

Animal  i  roduce.. 
Agricultural 

produce 

Manufactures 

Miscellaneous 

Total  ""anadian 

produce 

Foreiioi  produce 

I  oin  and  bullion 

Total  exports... 

21,673  415 

49.779,509 
94,513,460 

230,644,063 

151,751,244 

3,952,972 

Total    imroit=! 

(merr-liandi-e) 

Coin  and  bullion 

481,319,309 
13^804,585 

450,  M7, 774 
21,'/75,888 

Total  imports... 

614,183,894 

471,823,06.> 

Duty  collected 

81, 771, 651 

91,907,722 

379,  ':95, 8.54 
49,019,658 
19, 618, 773 

614,129,845 
30,3.58,567 
1'.  8, 337, 710 

447,934,285 

781,826,122 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

The  bulk  of  the  imports  of  merchandise  into  Canada  continued  to 
come  from  the  United  States  and  there  was  an  increase  of  $8,r)00,000 
in  the  receipts  of  American  goods.  The  exports  of  Canadian  mer- 
chandise to  the  United  States  increased  by  $13,280,000.  Great  Britain 
continued  to  take  the  bulk  of  Canada's  exports. 

In  speaking  of  trade  relations,  the  Monetary  Times,  after  pointing 
out  that  as  usual  the  United  States  is  selling  Canada  most  and  is  now 
lending  Canada  the  most  money,  states : 

Thi.s  change  in  the  relations  of  trade  and  loans  may  have  far-reaching  effects. 
How  long  these  conditions  will  contlnne  no  one  can  foretell.  It  seems  certain, 
however,  that  in  fnture  the  Unire<l  States  will  l)e  a  more  permanent  market  for 
Canadian  securities  and  that  the  neighhoring  llepiil)lic  will  take  every  advan- 
tage of  that  i)osition  to  push  its  trade  with  Canada.  The  question  of  taritfs 
after  the  war  may  have  an  inipoi-tant  hearing,  as  there  appears  to  he  a  feeling 
throughout  the  British  Empire  in  favor  of  trade  within  the  Empire  as  far  as 
possihle.  But  in  considering  tariffs  one  must  rememher  that  the  United  States 
has  built  up  its  trade  with  Canada  in  face  of  tariff  obstacles,  although  witli 
considerable  geographical  and  other  advantages. 

Imports  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  during  1915 
amounted  to  $3ir),r;()0.99(),  compared  with  $308,000,271  for  1914. 
There  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a  heavy  falling  off  in  imports  from 
Great  Britain,  the  figures  for  1914  being  $98,625,882  and  in  1915, 
^74,290,065.  Imports  from  other  countries  showed  a  decline  of 
$14,996,443,  the  figures  for  1914  and  1915  being,  respecti^•ely,  $74,693,- 
156  and  $59,696,713. 

Trade  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  and  exports  from    • 
Canada,  including  coin  and  bullion,  by  countries,  for  1914  and  1915 : 


CANADA. 


Coimtry. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

$355. 747 
419.178 
5.927.814 
3,820.845 
6.303,282 
1,171.605 
3,652,902 

98.628,539 
2,716,854 
3, 693. 235 
2,636.993 

10,268.334 
7.917.491 
2, 100. 782 
2,616,805 

308.000,271 
132,857,269 
21,0;)9,948 

$3,352,623 

57, 845 
7, 925, 819 
4,746.171 
5, 30 1. 601 
1,605,305 
4.513.7.57 
75,  .')0S  2.50 
3.68.3  8P0 
4,0-8  847 

63. 838 

5,934  164 

130.^98 

1.132.1.38 

3,389,473 

316,  .560  996 
10.698.489 
17,182,0,88 

$5,656,590 

4,519,5.82 

663, 475 

601,2.55 

4,578.265 

4,325.840 

1,988,404 

184.224  383 

2,013.122 

603.303 

3.418,311 

10,155,479 

3,291,102 

5,. 545  9.86 

1,158,957 

184.4,50.0.53 
19.313.577 
10.798,601 

$6,343,571 

5,886.194 

BriiLsh  Ea.it  Indies 

939.848 

Britis;!!  Guiana                

1.071.958 

British  West  Indies,  including  Bermuda 

Newfoundland  

4,623,537 
4,782.573 

3,501,020 

361,486.633 

Other  British       

1,277,752 

1,939.335 

Beliiium          

676. 801 

30, 548, 443 

1,925 

Netherlands 

2,639,753 

Japan    

822,600 

United  States: 

Mcnhandise 

204.708.903 

128.327.349 

22,247.927 

Total  

614,183,894 

471,823,662 

447,934,285 

781,826,122 

Principal  Imports  and  Amounts  from  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prmciple  articles  imported  into 
Canada  during  1914  and  1915  and  the  amounts  from  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain: 


Articles. 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Animals,  living 

Boo'-'s.  periodicals,  etc... 

Breadstii!"rs 

Bricks,  tiles,  clays,  and 
manufactures  of 

Carriages,  carts,  wagons, 
cars,  etc 

Cement 

Coal,  co'-e,  etc 

Cocoa,  chocolate,  etc 

CofTee 

Cord  a  go,  rope,  and  twine. 

Cottons 

Curtains 

Drugs,  dyes,  chemicals, 
etc 

Earthen, china,  and  gran- 
ite ware 

Electric  apparatus 

Fancy  goods 

Fish." 

Flax,  hemp,  jute,  and 
manufactures  of 

Fruits 

Furs,  sVins,  and  manu- 
factures of 

Glass 

Gloves  and  mitts 

Grasses,  fibers,  and  manu- 
factures of 

G  rease 

Gunpowder  and  explo- 
sives  

Gutta-percha,  india  rub- 
ber, and  manufactures 
of 

Hats,  caps,  bonnets,  etc. . 

Hide.s  and  skins,  other 
thanfurs 


United  States. 


1914 


$.54  2,  .333 
1,327,182 
4,. 571,. 5.39 
8, 626, 646 

1,969,546 

9,817,999 

118,470 

41,344,12.8 

607, 026 

225, 679 

3,074,275 

14,981,297 

79, 695 

7,951,964 

444,080 
5, 445,  .848 
1,0.34,. 374 

587,691 

730, 520 
12,518,146 

1,5^5,025 

1, 697, 439 

256,990 

1,7.30,275 

1,031,. 591 

699, 663 


5,249.2.56 
2,092,402 


$130,  .568 

48,8,476 

3,967,216 

10, 663, 028 

1,330,615 

8,843,896 

44, 754 

29,975,364 

1,024,671 

250, 247 

2,990,461 

16, 9.89, 569 

62, 266 

10, 907, 393 

266, 574 
4,486,296 
1,144,775 

421,436 

1,942,160 
11,739,445 

1,. S3 1,862 

2, 165,  664 

291,559 

2,278,031 
847.9.54 
800, 793 


4,, 879, 601 
1,943,089 


3,546,681  I      5,345,153 


Great  Britain. 


$279,  .891 

131,174 

1,3.38,149 

675, 778 

300, 196 

493,7.32 
.36. 310 
1.53,397 
1,003,351 
198,  .8.33 
444,227 
13, 732, 809 
316,  797 

2, 390, 299 

1,2.54,064 
809, 2.8.5 

1,491.270 
215, 232 

3,988,631 
677, 146 

431. 736 
928, 565 
835, 140 

24,800 

13,. 336 

427,035 


1,931,144 
1,984,005 


1915 


$121,743 

66, 549 

923,694 

240, 452 

206, 904 

149,270 

1,606 

67, 081 

698, 271 

112,018 

417,583 

11,062,8.86 

23G,  638 

2,419,591 

967, 328 
310. 863 
933, 123 
123,895 

3,221,2.33 
400, 327 

235,998 
182, 770 
525,841 

69, 7.50 
31,743 

162,847 


3,172.223 
1,093.208 


700,828  I  819,486 


Total. 


1914 


$845, 849 

1,567,666 

6,200,964 

12,114,835 

2,274,918 

10, 376, 368 

1.59,691 

41,498,542 

2,292,460 

2, 202, 186 

3, 523, 153 

30, 550, 733 

439, 277 

13, 645,  .542 

2, 192, 222 
6, 533, 487 
3,729,703 
1,772,133 

6, 7.35, 867 
15,766,432 

2, 525,  a51 
3,. 579, 001 
2,023,963 

2,048,286 
1,051,712 
1,162,792 


7,453,110 
4,, 571, 090 

11,242,883 


$2.54,072 

567, 665 

5,060,642 

12, 605, 023 

1,538,455 

8,993,204 

47,8.36 

30,043,446 

2, 138, 320 

1,538,074 

3,412,494 

29,140,488 

317,674 

14,908,406 

1,460,010 
4, 8.32,  .559 
2, 779, 205 
1,421,470 

7, 5.55, 019 
13,615,440 

2,177,943 
2,  448, 1,50 
1,319,  i:i 

2, 362, 925 
884,193 
971,957 


8,879,855 
3,237,540 

13,816,834 
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Articles. 


Leather    and    manufac- 
tures of 

Metals,    minerals,    etc., 

total 

Brass  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Copper  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Iron  and  steel  and 

manufactures  of 

Tin    and     manufac- 
tures of 

Musical  instruments 

Oils 

Oilcloth 

Paintings,  drawings,  en- 
gravings, etc 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  manufactures 

of 

Precious  stones 

Provisions 

E  ibbons 

Seeds 

Settlers'  effects 

Silk  and  manufactures  of. 

Soap '. 

Spirits  and  wines 

Suyar,  molasses,  etc 

Tea 

Tobacco  

Vegetables 

Watches 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

of 

Wool,  and  manulactures 
of 

Total,  including  all 
other  art ichs: 

Dutiable  ?oods 

Free  coods 

Total    imports, 

merehnndise 

Coin  and  bullion 

Grand  total 


United  States. 


Great  Britain. 


1914 


$6,076,036 

77, 496, 510 

2,618,375 

4,120,158 

60,229,640 

3,877,372 

1,390,751 

13,434,341 

406, 606 

775, 553 
057, 889 

4,450,2-2 

155,;;  50 
4',  733. 639 

161),  310 
1,46),  505 
6,,534,1P3 
1,521,205 

868,498 

94, 137 

1,051,!00 

6:'.,  065 

4,.''5S,.i61 

2,  700,  -.iC'd 

555, 490 

16,130,303 
3, 770, 961 


179,349,063 
12.^651,208 


308,  OPO,  271 
132, 857, 269 


$5,397,415 

81,972,343 

3,288,807 

3,843,298 

61,288,634 

3,. 531, 931 

1,1,S'J,422 

10,02;,  101 

386, 478 

551,401 
1,404,694 

3,455,095 

88,542 

5,577,982 

208,441 

2,394,156 

3,2.S1,512 

2,402,177 

917, 929 

60, 051 

3,211,6.57 

31,977 

4,04S,.541 

1,843,917 

632, 669 

7,798,227 

5, 740, 093 


172,343,377 
144,217,019 


$1,416,631 

11,615,921 

289,397 

48,913 

8,662,226 

1,15.5,193 

89,NS1 

4.5,5,328 

1,254,797 

413,920 
501,806 

1,365, 0.35 

1,422,206 

518,774 

719,677 

212,528 

2,613,623 

2,e6S,4>'0 

125,231 

2,  JO.!,  362 

6;,6.  i-yo 

2,8,'<1.099 
C(;5,  4S9 
1.^6,  277 
102,608 

389, 835 

19,355,312 


75,833,172 
22, 792, 710 


316,  560, 996 
16,698,469 


98, 625, 882 
2,657 


333, 259,  4C5       98, 628, 539 


$759, 144 

5,900,102 

■      106,  .503 

12,004 

3,955,827 

950, 3S7 

78, 102 

521,323 

719, 428 

197, 510 
304,891 

898.5.59 
612,225 
16!,  508 
642,  .530 
2.S8,84l 
4.35,  (-32 

1,S40,.':62 
105,101 

2, 210, 624 
404,731 

2, 754,. 584 

502, 380 

49,  163 

80,269 

170, 419 

18, 557. 637 


Total. 


$7,541,018 

92,702,524 

3,067,341 

4,202,771 

71,317,618 

5,174,6^5 
1,6,55,840 
14,449,064 
1,068,963 

1,365,596 
1,631,905 

6, 426, 505 
2,416,571 
7,4.57,483 
1,8.55,227 
1,882,271 
9,3.52,949 
8,5,54,168 
1,140,924 
5,745,618 
17, 84S,  (>SH 
7.011,.'s,51 
6JG6(),  is:! 
3,280,014 
932, 198 

17,138,648 

25,117,640 


52, 248, 892     302, 516, 964 
22,041,173     178,.S02,345 


74,290,065     4,81,319,309 
1,218,1.*'5     132,864,585 


75,508,250  !  614,183,894 


1915 


$6, 165,  .570 

89,089,556 

3,427,315 

3,858,453 

66,165,387 

4,520.600 

1,318,642 

11.379,696 

1,106,466 

787, 122 
1,744,204 

4,. 523, 067 

856,065 

6,558.426 

1,505,584 

2,818,245 

3,79.5,341 

7, 803, 883 

1,124,308 

3,953,951 

21,970,418 

8, 490,  M9 

5,  lis,  163 

2,119,941 

868, 434 

8, 273, 456 

25, 742, 451 


261,842,173 

188, 705, 601 


450,  .547, 774 
21,275,888 


471, 823, 662 


The  principal  gains  in  imports  were  in  breadstiiffs,  drugs,  chemi- 
cals and  dyes,  cottons,  paper,  flax,  hemp,  etc.,  metals  and  mhierals, 
seeds,  provisions.  Considerable  increases  in  these  and  some  other 
articles  offset  declines  in  others. 

The  Export  Trade. 

Canada's  total  exports,  exclusive  of  coin  and  bullion,  for  the  calen- 
dar 3-ear  1915,  amounted  in  value  to  $G" 3. 488, 4 12,  as  compared  with 
$428,315,512  in  1914.  Total  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
$204,708,903,  as  compared  with  $181,450,053  in  the  previous  year. 
Exports  to  Great  Britain  totaled  $301,48(5,088,  compared  with  $184,- 
223.248.  Exports  to  other  countries  shov.ed  an  increase  of  $27,650,610, 
the  totals  for  the  years  1914  and  1915  being  $59,642,211  and  $87,292,- 
821,  respectively. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  principal  articles 
of  Canadian  produce  exported  during  the  calendar  years  1914  and 
1915  and  the  amounts  to  the  United  States  and  Great'  Britain : 


CANADA. 


Articles. 


United  States. 


1914 


1915 


Great  Brit-.nii. 


1915 


Totiil. 


1914  191 


Animals, living,  total. . . 

Cattio 

Horses 

Sheep 

Breadstufls,  total 

Barley 

Bran 

Cereal  foods 

Oats 

Oatmeal 

Wheat 

Wheat  flour 

Coal,  core,  cinders,  and 

charcoal 

Cordage,  rope,  and  twine 
Fish,  total 

Cod,  etc.,  dry  salted. . 

Lobsters,  canned 

Salmon,  canned 

Fruits,  total 

Apples,  fresh 

Furs  and  sliins  and  man 

ufactures  of , 

Hay 

Hides    and    skins,    other 

than  furs 

Leather    and    manufac- 
tures of,  total 

Sole  and  upper 

Metals,    minerals,    etc., 
total 

Aluniiiium   in   bars, 
blon'.s,  etc 

Asbestos 


Copper 
Gold  bi 


bearing  quartz, 

dust,  etc 

Iron   and   steel   and 

manufactures  of 

NiCi.  el 

Silver 

Paper 

Potatoes 

Provisions,  total  . . :  

Butter 

Cheese  

•  Meats,    bacon,    and 

hams 

Seeds 

Settlers' efl'ects 

AVhisky 

Wood  and  manufactures 

of,  total 

Logs 

Lumber — 

Deals,  pine 

Deals,  spruce  and 

other . . 

Laths,     palings, 

and  pickets 

Planks     and 

boards 

Shingles 

Timber,  square 

W'ood  blocks  for  pulp. 
Wood  pulp 


Total,  including  all  other 
articles  exported: 

Canadian  produce 

Foreign  produce 


Total  exports  mer- 

chanflisc 

Coin  and  bullion 


$1.3, 104, 754 

8,  835,  235 

542,825 

270, 101 

9,151,586 

292, 07S 

1, 067,  783 

28, 485 

2,750,011 

13, 005 

4, 112, 679 

223, 863 

3, 000. 929 

664,-336 

7, 852,  .54  7 

1,4.57,608 

860, 883 

544 

256, 193 

S3, 747 

1, 7^9, 702 
1,068,311 

8, 187, 715 

3,758,411 
2, 580, 244 


1,327,499 
1,535,339 
7, 195, 040 

15, 126, 644 

2  798, 203 

3'69l!698 

4,612,764 

12, 066, 864 

5^,  136 

6,513,454 

270, 513 

167, 056 

1,905,222 

9,93.3,831 

3, 02.-,,  138 

S-i2, 210 

37,531,219 
867, 66S 

63,  t2i 

503,224 

1,827,615 


173,575,895 
10,874,158 


$13, 356,  761 

11,. 595,  .577 

274,771 

586, 770 

11,448,025 

117,322 

1,224,622 

15, 265 

429, 255 

42, 193 

7,59.5,058 

843, 656 

4,120,221 

752, 422 

8,383,206 

1,407,618 

542, 869 

17, 05S 

246, 040 

19,741 

2,816,944 
514,197 

7, 162, 293 

3,332,774 
2,721,898 

50,581,070 

1,037,764 

1,722,144 

11,303,551 

16,528,043 

4,975,703 

5, 295, 670 

4,971,057 

15,423,171 

31,582 

2,154,995 

48, 426 

20, 770 

300, 562 
3,217,408 
3, 6S8,  776 

G3S, 101 

41,887,-558 
1, 263, 004 

48, 291 

262, 2J2 

2,331,572 


15,  See.  2-53 

18,^63,402 

2,  76-!,  -'49 

3,6;6, 179 

5,749 

11, "a 

6,  &^;),  490 

6, 16  (,  113 

7,003,312 

8, 357, 747 

$812, 516 


801,  720 


82, 433, 985 

105, 120 

2, 328, 374 


81, 1-50,  .558 

2, 859, 150 

57,509 

1,531,992 

3,751,285 

315,866 

62,46.5,009 

12, 900, 055 

86, 764 
44,515 
4,809,114 
52, 724 
1,005,375 
3,525,477 
2.814,872 
2,374,834 

1,863,116 
102, 495 

9,712 

2, 237, 326 
2,040,831 

15,901,327 

778, 533 
382,  4N2 
813,339 

108, 605 

1,416,747 

1,519,291 

10, 207, 998 

5 18,  ,5.59 

71,447 

28, 699, 0S4 

109,321 

18, 832, 799 

7, 579, 028 

1,. 321, 189 

318,  l.-,9 

22, 272 

11, 585,  .'24 
34,511 

1,101,9:6 

5, 594, 071 

2-i,6.i7 

1,506,265 

2,  ■■•75 

705,7-^5 


1,581,101 


178, 746, 2.32 

2,524,344 

81,401 

1,668,617 

4,020,402 

219,521 

149,976,078 

19, 737,  .331 

185, 326 
233, 564 
6, 450, 548 
128,856 
1,287,572 
4,762.618 
2,791,212 
1,901,222 

1,105.681 
335, 762 


9,783,899 
.3. 634,. 586 

41,515,709 

2, 167, 074 

744.006 

1,150,905 

100 

10,753,208 

2,098,776 

8. 127, 4*^5 

841,310 

7 

56, 657, 432 

629, 840 

21,874,098 

23,131,747 
198,101 
■:22,  5.S5 
88,7.^6 

14,817.238 
51,  WO 

1,2  JO,  .851 

9,  oo:i,  .-25 

11,20? 

1,983.120 

407, 055 

321,032 


186,  ,855, 325 
17,  .853, 578 


161,  (.23, 0.51 
24, 2  J 1,  K-7 


349, 916, 503 
11,570,185 


184,450,0.53 
19,313,577 


Grand  total 203,763,631 


214,70^,903 
12^,327,349 

333,030,252 


184,223,248 
1,135 

184,224,383 


301,436,638 
45 


361,486,733 


514,068,106 

8,9.50,960 

1,364,193 

232, 467 

10S,3H2,.551 

3, 795, 264 

1,217,324 

2,120,241 

8, 608, 778 

368, 765 

69,714,249 

21,441,812 

4, 190, 626 
861,340 
18, 308, 540 
4,010,122 
2,-899,179 
4,5.53,119 
3,476,498 
2,591,501 

3,862,,s.32 
2, 025, 300 

8, 200, 958 

6,130,771 
4,709,445 

63,478,642 

2,364,907 
2, 298, 646 
8, 038, 979 

15,212,200 

11,642,9.S8 
.  5,149,427 
15,581,813 
15,118,538 

687, 8,87 
36,108,388 

575, G99 
19, 205, 152 

9,509.777 
11,391,245 
3,-:66,3.S5 
1, 007, 459 

51,47-),.3.:0 
902, 050 

1,190,851 

6, 101, ',22 

1,8,30,309 

18,74,1,936 
2,814,(i,S7 
722, 527 
6,  &S0, 490 
8, 865,  -136 


379,295,854 
49,019,658 


423, 31.- 
19, 6 1.^ 


447,034,2-;5 


$17, 225, 403 

13,071,370 

2, 053, 605 

,599, 591 

216, 805, 164 

2,927,555 

1,427,578 

1,928,192 

10,394,919 

293,909 

166,409,710 

31,401,125 

5, 587, 239 
1,074,825 
21,287,611 
5,187,997 
2,764,291 
5,938,355 
3,  !36,514 
2,  )81,466 

3,9.30,732 
4,113,521 

7,179,500 

18,191,619 
6,816,312 

101,444,709 

3,3.3.3,726 
2,734,695 
12,460,356 

16, 528, 143 

32, 737, 823 
7,394,446 

13,812,038 

18,4-52,708 
505,302 

61,01.5,446 
1,059,764 

25,112,854 

23,578,330 

3, 480, 129 

4,174,236 

888, 974 

59,951,741 
1,315,284 

1,23.8,422 

9,, 843,717 

2,.3,-6,824 

22,005,396 

3,621,218 

478,958 

6,164,113 

9, 279, 414 


614,129,845 
39, 358,  .^67 


653,483,412 
125,3.37,710 


781,826,128 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


The  most  noticeable  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States  was 
in  metals  and  minerals,  which  show  a  gain  of  approximately 
$12,000,000.  There  were  also  fairly  large  increases  in  breadstuff's, 
coal  and  coke,  iron  and  steel,  paper  and  wood  and  manufactures 
thereof. 

Revenues  and  Expenditures. 

The  public  debt  and  revenue  of  Canada  are  shown  by  a  statement 
issued  by  the  finance  department  for  the  nine  months  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  1915.  The  total  revenue  for  this  period  was  $122,027,821, 
compared  with  $99,()35,D4;3  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1914. 
There  was  an  increase  in  all  items  from  which  revenue  is  derived, 
the  largest  increase  being  in  customs,  which  showed  a  gain  of  over 
$12,000,000.  There  were  fairly  large  increases  also  from  the  post 
office  and  public  works.  The  total  expenditure  on  war  and  capital 
account  was  $113,118,091,  as  compared  with  $55,002,4-13  in  1914. 
There  was  a  decrease  in  the  amount  expended  on  public  works  and 
railway  subsidies,  but  a  heavy  increase  in  war  expenditures. 

The  net  debt  at  the  end  of  December,  1915,  was  $515,144,019,  as 
compared  with  $376,744,104  at  the  end  of  1914.  The  increase  in  debt 
from  November  30,  1915,  to  December  31,  1915,  was  $13,475,851. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  revenue  and  expenditure  on 
account  of  consolidated  fund  up  to  December  31  of  each  year : 


Items. 

1914 

1915 

Items. 

1914 

1915 

Revenue: 

Customs 

$5fi,S39,938 
l(i,3iri,047 
9, 175, 220 

10,  Ififi,  585 
7, 139, 153 

$69,216,141 
ir),4.H4,(!92 
12,790,339 

16,017,220 
7,534,029 

Expenditure  on  capital 
account,  etc.: 
War 

$22, 327, 506 

29,342,347 
3,332,590 

$85,748,898 

Post  tJlTice 

Public    works,     in- 
cluding r  a  i  Iways 
and  canals 

Railway  subsidies. . . 

Total 

Public     works,     in- 
cludine  railways 
and  cana!s 

26,151,882 
1,217,911 

Miscellaneous 

65,002,443 

113,118,691 

Total 

99,  (35, 943 

122,027,821 

Expenditure 

85,651,614 

74, 4t;9, 456 

Special  Reventte  Measures. 

The  special  measures  taken  by  the  Dominion  Government  to  han- 
dle the  financial  situation  ha^e  operated  satisfactorih^  and  in  some 
cases  no  necessity  has  arisen  for  making  use  of  the  new  laAvs.  In 
addition  to  the  measures  taken  in  1914,  further  steps  for  taxation 
were  taken  in  1915.  A  further  Avar  appropriation  of  $100,000,000 
was  made.  The  bank  act  was  amended  permitting  banks  tempo- 
rarily to  lend  money  for  the  purchase  of  seed  grain.  The  new 
taxation  measures  of  the  year  were  in  the  form  of  further  tariff 
changes  and  special  taxes  on  financial  companies,  telegraph  messages, 
passenger  fares,  and  stamp  taxes.  The  amendment  to  the  bank  act 
was  not  extensively  used  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  ad- 
vanced relief  to  those  in  Avestern  Canada  Avho  lost  their  crops 
through  drought,  etc.,  in  1914.  These  advances  by  the  Government 
were  at  first  designed  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  1915  crops,  but  the 
Government  gave  out  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  in  vieAv  of  the 
large  acreage  in  other  countries,  and  paiticularly  in  vicAV  of  the 
exceptionally  good  crop  prospects  in  the  United  States,  the  depressed 
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condition  of  exchano:e  and  shortage  of  ocean  tonna«:e,  which  had 
had  the  effect  of  greatly  reducing  quotations  for  grain,  it  had  decided 
to  ask  for  payment  only  of  one-half  of  seed  grain  and  fodder  ad- 
vances, advances  for  other  relief  not  to  be  insisted  on  in  1915.  The 
total  amount  that  the  (lovernment  had  advanced  on  this  account  up 
to  July  31  was  somewhat  over  $12,000,000. 

loans  for  War  Purposes. 

Funds  for  war  purposes  were  advanced,  about  $10,000,000  monthly, 
by  the  Imperial  Government  for  about  seven  months.  Canadian 
long-term  loans  will  be  issued  in  London  at  a  later  date  to  represent 
these  war  loans.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Canada  was  able 
to  finance  its  own  war  expenditures.  The  first  domestic  loan  floated 
in  Canada  was  for  $50,000,000,  but  the  amount  was  so  heavily  over- 
subscribed that  the  Government  raised  the  amount  to  $100,000,000. 

The  Government  has  made  advances  in  respect  of  purchases  made 
in  Canada  by  British,  French,  Russian,  New  Zealand,  and  South 
African  (xovernments.  Up  to  July,  after  which  time  no  oflicial  fig- 
ures have  been  available,  the  total  on  this  account  was  $25,000,000. 
Such  advances  are  repaid  from  time  to  time  in  sterling  exchange. 

Regarding  Canada's  borrowings  in  the  United  States,  the  Mone- 
tary Times  annual  said  in  part : 

The  manner  in  which  the  United  States  acted  as  Canada's  banlver  last  year 
Ls  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction.  The  market  for  Canadian  bonds  for  the 
present  is  New  Yorl^  and  not  in  I^ondon.  Tliis  is  not  surprising  because  of  war 
conditions,  hut  the  ease  witli  which  the  transfer  from  one  market  to  another  has 
been  accomplished  is  gratifying.  Seven  of  our  provincial  governments  last  year 
raised  .$30,000,000  in  the  United  States,  while  the  Dominion  Government  ob- 
tained ^45,000,000  there.  Since  the  outbreak  of  war,  Canadian  securities  sold 
in  the  neighboring  Ilepublic  have  been  well  over  .$200,000,000. 

In  1914,  $2.j7,.581,000  of  Canadian  bonds  were  sold  In  all  markets.  Last  year 
approximately  the  same  amount  of  bonds  were  sold,  and  chiefly  in  the  United 
States. 

The  assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  role  of  Canada's  hanker  is  im- 
portant. In  1909  the  percentage  share  of  Canada's  bonds  purchased  by  that 
country  was  8.90.  Last  year  the  share  had  exceeded  GO  per  cent.  After  the  war 
Great  Britain  may  not  be  able  to  finance  our  development  requirements  to  the 
extent  as  of  previous  years,  and  the  nelgliboring  Republic  will  therefore  be 
expected  to  take  a  substantial  share  of  our  securities.  The  securities  they  are 
buying  are  good,  and  it  is  in  the  best  Interests  of  the  United  States  to  increase 
further  its  GO  per  cent  share  of  the  Canadian  import  trade. 

Cleariag-House  Returns,  Bond  Sales,  Etc. 

Clearing-hou.se  returns  showed  a  decline  from  $8,074,978,000  in 
1914  to  $7,797,430,000  in  1915.  The  decline  was  marked  in  all  west- 
ern cities  expect  Winnipeg  and  Brandon,  where  the  figures  show  an 
increase.  In  the  east  there  was  a  moderate  decrease  in  Toronto, 
Montreal  was  unchanged,  and  at  several  other  points  there  were  in- 
creases. There  are  23  clearing  houses  in  Canada,  12  of  which  are  in 
western  Canada,  and  11  in  the  east. 

Canadian  bond  sales  in  1915  reached  a  total  of  $335,106,328.  Of 
this  total,  $139,875,214  were  sold  in  Canada,  $154,050,114  in  the 
United  States  (including  the  Government  loan  of  $45,000,000),  and 
$41,175,000  in  Great  Britain. 

During  the  past  calendar  year  2,170  new  companies  secured  Domin- 
ion or  provincial  charters.  The  total  authorized  capital  of  these 
companies  was  $291,247,320. 
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Bank  of  England  Gold  Depository  in  Ottawa — Shipping  Rates. 

The  working  of  the  gold  depository  of  the  Bank  of  Enghmd  at 
OttaAva  has  pi-oved  satisfactory.  While  no  oilicial  figures  have  been 
issued  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  total  deposited  was 
$110,000,000.  About  the  beginning  of  May,  1915,  New  York  com- 
menced to  take  back  from  Ottawa  some  of  this  gold.  From  May  1 
to  June  10,  New  York  imported  from  Canada  $47,500,000  gold. 
From  January  1  to  June  19,  the  total  Avas  about  $83,000,000,  and 
small  shipments  continued  after  that  date.  The  final  shipment  was 
supposed  to  have  been  made  from  OttaAva  to  Ncav  York  in  August. 

The  loss  of  tonnage  owing  to  the  war  has  not  been  without  its 
effect  on  Canadian  trade.  The  lumbering  trade  Avas  seriously  affected 
by  the  high  freight  rates,  Avhich  Avere  up  to  200  shillings  per  stand- 
ard, Avhere  normally  the  rate  Avas  40  shillings. 

Life  and  Fire  Insurance  Business. 

The  total  life  insurance  transacted  in  Canada  during  the  calendar 
year  1914,  the  total  official  figures  available,  shoAV  total  premiums 
for  the  year  of  $41,129,724.  Of  this  amount  Canadian  companies 
took  $28,082,113;  British  and  colonial  companies,  $1,907,7()7;  and 
United  States  companies,  $13,139,844.  The  number  of  policies  ncAV 
find  taken  up  Avas:  Canadian  companies,  108,777;  British  and  col- 
onial com])anies,  11,671 ;  and  United  States  companies,  323,043.  The 
total  amounts  of  these  i:)olicies  Avere,  respectively,  $125,357,824, 
$0,270,090,  and  $82,267,302,  a  total  of  $210,901,816,  as  compared  Avith 
$231,608,546  in  1913. 

Fire  insurance  transactions  for  the  calendar  year  1914  showed  a 
total  amount  of  $3,099,452,177,  of  Avhich  Canadian  companies  took 
$003,539,377;  British  companies,  $1,308,200,935;  and  United  States 
and  other  companies,  $1,037,711,805. 

Canada's  fire  losses  in  1915  shoAved  a  striking  decline  as  compared 
Avith  the  figures  for  1914,  the  total  amounting  to  $13,670,527,  com- 
pared Avith  $24,321,012  in  1914.  Forest  fires  througliout  the  Domin- 
ion during  the  summer  of  1915  caused  losses  amounting  to  $9,536,867. 
The  loss  by  forest  fires  was  considerably  loAver  than  in  1914. 

Immigration  and  Homestead  Entries. 

Immigration  into  Canada  in  1915,  as  in  the  previous  year,  con- 
tinued to  shoAv  a  heavy  falling  off.  The  total  arrivals  Avere  48,466 
as  compared  with  168,930  in  1914.  Those  from  the  United  States 
totaled  36,098  as  compared  Avith  68,659  in  1914. 

In  A'ieAv  of  the  importance  of  the  immigration  problem  in  Canada 
and  the  changed  conditions  at  home  and  abroad,  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment has  taken  steps  to  deal  Avith  the  problem. 

The  total  number  of  homestead  entries  in  the  western  Provinces 
in  1915  Avas  17,532,  as  compared  Avith  25,623  in  the  previous  year. 
The  totals  for  the  various  Provinces  Avere  as  follows:  Manitoba, 
4,113;  SaskatcheAvan,  6,349;  Alberta,  6,584;  and  British  Columbia, 
486. 

There  Avere  in  1915,  19,692  letters  patent  coA^ring  Dominion  lands 
in  the  western  Provinces  and  in  the  Yukon  territory,  Avith  an  acreage 
of  3,189,335.  In  1914  there  Avere  29,301  letters  patent  coA^ering 
4.850,559  acres. 
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Agricultural  Conditions — Farm  labor. 

Pnictically  all  crops  in  1915  showed  a  large  increase  over  the  pre- 
vious year,  Avith  the  exception  of  potatoes,  which  fell  off  nearly  50 
per  cent  in  the  large  producing  districts  of  Eastern  Canada.  The 
largest  grain  crop  in  the  history  of  the  country  was  liarAested  in  the 
west.  The  fruit  crop,  on  the  whole,  was  a  good  one,  though  heavy 
frosts  in  May  and  June  in  parts  of  eastern  Canada  did  some  damage. 
Grapes  were  below  the  average,  but  pears  and  peaches  were  good. 

The  demand  for  farm  labor  was,  on  the  whole,  well  met,  although 
there  was  a  shortage  in  some  districts.  Harvesters  were  engaged  at 
rates  varying  from  $2.50  to  $3  per  day,  and  in  some  cases  where  snow 
had  fallen  haste  was  necessary  to  harvest  and  thrash  the  crop,  as  high 
as  $3.50  and  $4  per  day  was  paid. 

The  sugar-beet  crop  was  a  good  one,  and  sugar  factories  at  Berlin 
and  Chatham,  Ontario,  were  busy  during  the  season.  Prices  for 
beets  were  higher  than  in  1914. 

Yield  and  Value  of  Field  Crops. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  yield  and  value  of  field  crops 
in  1915,  issued  by  the  Dominion  Census  and  Statistics  Office: 

As  a  result  of  the  returns  of  the  average  yields  per  acre,  made  after  thrash- 
ing, the  total  yields  of  the  grain  crops  in  Imshels  for  the  1915  season  compared 
with  1914  are  as  follows:  Wlieat,  376,303,000  aaainst  101,280,000  in  1914;  oats, 
n20.1()3.000  against  313.078,000;  barley,  53,331,300  against  36,201,000;  rye, 
2,394,100  against  2,016,800;  peas,  3,478,850  against  3,362,500;  beans,  723,400 
against  797.500;  buckwheat,  7,865.900  against  8.626.(XK) ;  flaxseed,  10,628,000 
against  7,175.200;  mixed  grains.  17,523,100  against  16,382.500;  and  corn  for 
huslving,  14,368,000  against  13,924.000.  The  average  yields  per  acre  in  1915 
were,  in  bushels,  as  follows,  the  figures  placed  in  parentheses  representing 
the  Yields  of  1914  for  comparison:  Fall  wheat,  29.41  (21.41);  spring  wheat, 
28.93  (15.07)  ;  all  wheat,  28.98  (15.07)  ;  oats,  45.76  (31.12)  ;  barlev,  35.33^(24.21)  ; 
rye,  21.31  (18.12)  ;  peas,  17.73  (17.04)  ;  beans,  10.70  (18.20)  ;  buckwheat,  22.88 
(24.34)  ;  flaxseed,  13.18  (0.62)  ;  mixed  grains,  37.54  (35.46)  ;  and  corn  for  husk- 
ing, 56.72    (54.39). 

The  values  are  estimated  from  local  market  prices  as  returned  by  the  crop- 
reporting  correspondents  of  the  Census  and  Statistics  Ofiice.  For  wheat  ia 
1915  the  average  price  per  bushel  for  the  whole  of  Canada  is  about  10  cents 
less  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  about  10  cents  more  than  for  the  quinquen- 
nial average.  The  total  values  of  the  principal  grain  crops  of  1915  are  as 
follows:  Wheat,  .$312,509,400;  oats,  .$176,894,700;  barlev.  $26,704,700;  rye 
$1,899,900;  peas.  $5,730,700;  beans.  $2,206,800;  buckwheat,  $5,913,000;  flaxseed, 
$15,965,(K)0 ;  mixed  grains,  $10,034,700;  corn  for  husking,  $10.243,0(:m).  Includ- 
ing the  root  and  fodder  crops,  the  total  value  of  the  field  crops  of  Canada  in 
1915  amounts  to  nearly  $800,000,000,  comprising  grain  crops,  $568,161,900; 
potatoes  and  sugar  beets.  $36,739,500 ;  and  fodder  crops,  $192,768,100. 

In  the  three  northwest  Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta, 
the  production  of  wheat  in  1915  is  estimated  at  342,948,000  bushels,  as  com- 
pared wit!i  140,958,000  buslicls  in  1914;  oats,  334,840,(5fX)  busliels,  compared 
with  150,843,000;  barley,  35,317,200  bushels,  compared  with  19,535,000  bushels; 
and  flax,  10,559,000  bushels,  compared  with  7,083,000  bushels. 

loans  to  Agriculturists — Commandeering  Wheat  Stocks. 

An  important  measure  providing  for  loans  to  agriculturists  was 
passed  by  the  British  Columbia  Legislature  during  the  year.  The 
act  sets  aside  a  fund  of  $15,000,000,  for  which  bonds  of  the  Province 
are  to  be  issued.  Subsequent  issues  must  first  be  authorized  by  spe- 
cial act  of  legislature  supplementing  the  power  contained  in  the 
present  act. 

On  November  27  the  Canadian  Government  issued  an  order  com- 
mandeering all  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  Northern  wheat  in  store  at  the  head 
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of  the  Lakes  and  eastward.  The  price  paid  was  $1.04J,  $1.03^,  and 
98f  cents  per  bushel,  respectively,  these  being  the  closing  prices  on 
the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  on  the  day  the  wheat  was  comman- 
deered. Later  the  Government's  order  was  modified  so  that  existing 
contracts  might  be  filled.  This  was  done  by  the  Government  loan- 
ing the  wheat  for  that  purpose,  to  be  replaced  by  the  borrowers  in 
10  days. 

The  Fishing  Industry. 

Conditions  in  the  fishing  industry  were  fairly  satisfactory  through- 
out the  year.  Good  catches  of  mackerel  and  cod  were  taken  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  the  catch  of  lobsters  was  a  fair  one.  On  the  Great 
Lakes  some  good  catches  of  whitefish  and  herrings  were  made,  and  a 
fairly  good  season  was  reported  on  Lake  Winnipeg,  several  hundred 
men  being  employed  during  the  season.  A  new  fishing  district  was 
opened  up  in  Lesser  Slave  Lake  during  the  year  by  the  recent  con- 
struction of  the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  British  Columbia  Railway, 
which  connects  at  Edmonton  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific.  The 
Lesser  Slave  and  other  northern  lakes  contain  large  (piantities  of 
whitefish,  and  the  development  of  these  waters  is  expected  to  add 
materially  to  Canada's  fishing  resources. 

Fishery  statistics  for  the  calendar  year  1915  are  not  available, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  salmon  pack  in  British  Columbia  and  in 
regard  to  other  fish  in  that  Province.  For  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1915,  however,  the  total  value  of  Canada's  fisheries  was 
$31,264,031,  a  decrease  of  $1,91:3,117  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Of  the  total  in  1915  the  sea  fisheries  contributed  $27,19S,'257 
and  inland  fisheries  $4,000,37-1.  British  Columbia  lead  all  the  Prov- 
inces in  the  value  of  the  fish  caught,  the  figures  for  that  Province 
for  the  fiscal  vear  being  $11,515,086;  Nova  Scotia.  $7,730,191;  New 
Brunswick,  $4,490,083;  Ontario,  $2,755,291;  Quebec,  $1,924,430;  and 
Prince  Edward  Island,  $1,261,666.  The  remainder  is  made  np  by 
Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  x\lberta,  and  the  Yukon,  each  of  these 
Provinces,  however,  producing  a  comparatively  small  quantity. 

[A  review  of  the  fishery  trade  of  British  Columbia  will  be  published  in  sup- 
plement to  CoMMEiu'K  Kkpouts  No.  23b,  191G :  see  also  Commkkce  Uepokts  for 
Jan.  7  and  Mar.  3,  101(3.] 

Lumber  Production. 

Lumbeiing  operations  throughout  the  year,  taken  as  a  whole,  were 
fair,  though  the  production  was  expected  to  be  .somewhat  smaller 
than  for  1914.  Statistics  are  not  3^et  available,  but  according  to  the 
estimate  of  the  Monetary  Times,  the  value  of  production  for  1915 
will  be  approximately  $175,000,000  as  compared  with  $176,672,000 
for  1914. 

Logging  operations  during  the  winter  were  continued  on  about  the 
same  scale  as  in  the  previous  year  in  some  districts  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, though  operations  w^ere  curtailed  in  Nova  Scotia  and  in  parts 
of  Quebec  and  Ontario.  Conditions  in  British  Columbia  during  the 
first  part  of  the  year  Avere  dull,  but  improved  in  the  latter  half. 
Sawmills  operated  tliroughout  Eastern  Canada  steadily  during  the 
summer  and  late  in  the  fall  on  account  of  favorable  Aveather.  Mills 
in  British  Columbia,  also  v^ere  fairly  active.  Shipments  from  the 
Province  to  Great  Britain  were  seriously  interfered  with  by  slides 
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in  the  Panama  Canal.  The  shingle  business  in  British  Columbia 
was  actlA^e  owing  to  a  heavy  demand  from  the  United  States.  In 
1915  there  was  cut  in  the  Province  approximately  686,000,000  feet 
of  saw  timber,  and  126,000,000  feet  board  measure,  of  piling,  poles 
and  fence  posts,  railway  ties  and  shingle  bolts. 

During  the  year  a  representative  of  the  Dominion  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  Avas  sent  to  Australia  in  the  interests  of  the 
lumber  trade  of  Canada,  and  his  visits  resulted  in  the  placing  of  a 
number  of  large  orders  with  British  Columbia  operators. 
Mining  Operations  During  the  Year. 

Both  coal  and  metal  mining  had  a  good  year.  The  revival  of  the 
iron  and  steel  industry  with  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war 
and  other  lines  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  coal  mining  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  there  was  also  a  noticeable  improvement  in  coal  mining  condi- 
tions in  southwestern  Alberta  and  southeastern  British  Columbia. 
Operations  in  the  lignite  fields  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  were 
also  fairly  active  during  the  year. 

Metal  mining  was  active  practically  the  whole  year.  A  numlser  of 
asbestos  mines  in  Quebec  which  had  been  closed  opened  up  and  were 
actively  engaged  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  Cobalt  and  Por- 
cupine mines  continued  throughout  the  year  on  practically  a  normal 
basis.  During  the  year  a  number  of  nev/  prospects  were  discovered  at 
points  in  noithern  Ontario,  but  development  work  had  not  been 
sufficient  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  correctly  indicate  the  value  of  these 
discoveries. 

In  British  Columbia  the  year  1915  witnessed  a  remarkable  return 
to  activity  in  metal  mining.  The  Granby  Co.  blew  in  more  furnaces 
at  Grand  Forks  and  its  smelter  at  Anyox,  north  of  Prince  Rupert, 
was  also  busy.  During  June  the  British  Columbia  Copper  Co.  of 
Greenwood,  which  had  been  idle  for  10  months,  resumed  operations 
at  its  mines  and  smelter.  Activity  was  very  marked  at  Trail  and  at 
Rossland,  where  the  smelter  and  mines  of  the  Canadian  Consolidated 
Mining  &  Smelting  Co.  were  running  steadily. 

Ontario  shov.s  a  greatly  increased  output  of  gold,  nickel,  and  cop- 
per for  1915,  althou2:h  there  was  a  decrease  in  silver.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  production  for  1915  is:  Gold,  $8,000,000;  silver,  $10,- 
750.000;  nickel,  $7,200,000;  and  copper,  $2,700,000.  The  iron  ore 
production  will  be  slightly  greater  than  in  1914.  The  petroleum 
output  was  less  than  in  1914,  but  natural  gas  production  was  larger. 
Structural  materials  were  not  in  as  good  demand  as  in  1914. 

The  production  of  coal  in  Alberta  in  1915  was  expected  to  show  a 
decrease  of  about  500.000  tons,  b-eing  estimated  at  3,250,000  as  com- 
pared with  3,743.672  tons  for  1914.  In  the  last  quarter  of  1915  con- 
ditions were  much  improved. 

Metals  and  Minerals  in  ftuebec,  British  Coltimbia,  Nova  Scotia,  Etc. 

There  was  an  increase  in  production  of  metals  and  a  decrease 
in  nonmetals  in  Quebec  during  1915.  The  latter  make  up  a  large 
Y>avt  of  Quebec's  output,  and  consequently  the  total  production  was 
expected  to  show  a  c(;nsiderable  falling  off  as  compared  with  1914. 

The  metal  mineral  production  of  British  Columbia  was  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  industry,  the  aggregate  value  being  $19,656,600. 
The  total  output  of  British  Columbia  mines,  including  coal  and  coke 
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and  building  materials,  was  $29,871,600,  as  compared  with  $26,388,- 
825  in  1914.' 

Nova  Scotia's  chief  mineral  product  is  coaL  The  production  for 
1915  is  estimated  at  6,000,000  tons,  or  practically  the  same  as  for 
1914.  The  output  of  the  last  quarter  was  considerably  larger  than 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

In  the  Yukon  gold  production  during  1915  was  about  $4,750,000, 
a  slight  decrease  from  that  of  1914. 

Officials  of  the  conservation  commission  have  discovered  deposits 
of  phosphate  near  Banff,  in  the  Kocky  Mountains  National  Park. 
Wliile  development  work  had  not  proceeded  far  enough  to  determine 
the  extent  of  these  deposits,  it  was  expected  they  would  prove  to  be 
comparable  in  extent  and  quality  with  those  of  Wyoming,  Utah, 
Montana,  and  Idaho. 

The  Moose  Mountain  iron  mines  at  Sellwood,  Ontario,  Avhich  were 
regarded  as  among  the  most  important  iron-mining  possibilities  in 
Ontaria  a  few  years  ago,  have  closed  down  indefinitely. 

Activity  of  Manufacturing  Establishments. 

Considerable  improvement  was  shown  in  manufacturing  industries 
as  compared  with  1914.  While  the  bulk  of  the  activity  was  in  the 
making  of  munitions  of  war  or  articles  required  in  military  equip- 
ment, establishments  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staple  lines  were 
also  favorably  affected,  and  on  the  whole  the  year  showed  a  sub- 
stantial improvement  in  general  manufacturing.  The  business  of 
companies  manufacturing  agricultural  implements  was  stimuiated 
by  the  prospects  of  good  crops  and  by  the  excellent  returns  from  these 
when  harvested. 

Exceptionally  active  conditions  were  apparent  throughout  the 
year  in  the  large  iron  and  steel  works  at  Sydney  and  in  similar  in- 
dustries in  Quebec  and  Ontario.  Large  orders  for  cottons,  woolens, 
clothing,  leather,  and  other  goods  used  in  military  equipment  kept 
establishments  very  busy. 

According  to  the  Monetary  Times,  purchases  by  the  British, 
Russian,  French,  Italian,  and  Canadian  Governments  of  war  material 
and  supplies  in  Canada  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  have  been 
about  $600,000,000.  War  orders  have  covered  a  large  number  of  in- 
dustries, including  leather,  automobile,  iron  and  steel,  lumber,  mill- 
ing, and  others. 
Decrease  in  Railway  Construction. 

Railway  construction  in  Canada  during  1915  showed  a  large  de- 
crease from  that  of  the  previous  year,  though  it  was  greater  than 
was  anticipated  a  year  ago. 

According  to  returns  received  by  the  Canadian  Railway  and 
Marine  World  from  the  different  railways  in  Canada,  with  estimates 
in  a  few  cases  where  returns  were  not  received,  the  total  mileage 
constructed  in  1915  was  547.47,  as  compared  with  2,088.89  miles  in 
1914.  Tracklaying  Avas  done  on  14  lines  during  the  year,  44  miles 
being  done  in  eastern  Canada,  58  miles  in  Manitoba,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  Saskatchewan,  Alberta,  and  British  Columbia.  Outside 
of  Canada  the  only  mileage  of  new  track  laid  by  any  of  the  sub- 
sidiaries of  Canadian  lines  Avas  8.91  miles  by  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  &,  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  from  Van  Hook  to  Sanish,  N.  Dak. 
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The  greatest  amount  of  construction  was-  done  by  the  Canadian 
Northern  llailway  with  163  miles;  the  Edmonton  and  Dun  vegan  and 
British  Cokimbia  Raiiwa3%  82  miles;  Kettle  Valley  Lines  (British 
Columbia),  G-t  miles;  and  the  Central  Canada  Raihvay  and  the  Pa- 
cific Great  Eastern  Kaihvay,  each  with  40  miles.  The  Hudson  Bay 
Ivailway,  being  constructed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  com- 
pleted 43  miles,  and  the  Intercolonial  llailwa3^  also  a  Government- 
owned  road,  17  miles.  Construction  work  on  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  last  year  was  confined  to  necessary  ballasting  and  bridging, 
principally  on  the  mountain  division,  and  no  new  extensions  were 
undertaken.  During  the  year  the  company's  large  floating  dry 
dock  at  Prince  Rupert  was  completed  and  put  into  operation.  A. 
ship-repairing  plant  was  completed  in  connection  with  the  dry  dock, 
and  some  large  oil  tanks  were  erected  at  Prince  Hupert,  to  be  used 
in  connection  with  oil-burning  locomotives  on  the  line  between  Ed- 
monton and  Prince  Ixujjert, 

During  the  year  the  Dominion  Government  began  the  operation 
of  the  National  Transcontinental  Railway,  the  Grand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific having  declined  to  lease  the  line;  the  Government  also  took 
over  the  Lake  Superior  Branch  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  the 
latter  road  arranging  for  running  rights  over  the  Transcontinental 
line  and  putting  on  a  service  from  Toronto  to  Winnipeg.  It  also 
improved  its  service  between  Toronto  and  Calgary  and  Saskatoon, 
also  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  During  the  year  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Railway  opened  its  new^  Sudbury-Port  Arthur  line 
for  freight  traffic. 

Financial  Condition  of  Railways. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  held  in  Lon- 
don during  April,  1915,  the  financial  statement  showed  a  decrease 
of  £G03,rjOU  ($2,930,1)00)  in  net  traffic  receipts,  notwithstanding  a 
saving  of  £419,000  in  expenses.  Trade  depression,  small  crops  in 
1914,  and  the  war  in  Europe  were  given  as  causes  for  the  falling 
off.  The  annual  report  of  the  Canadian  Pacifi-c  Railway,  issued  in 
August,  showed  that  although  w^orking  expenses  were  materially 
reduced,  net  earnings  Avere  $3,851,000  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  special  income,  however,  was  $2,381,401  greater  than  in  the 
l^revious  year,  making  it  possible  to  maintain  the  rale  of  dividend 
unchanged.  For  the  six  months  ended  December  31,  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  showed  an  increase  in  net  profits  of  $9,950,010  over 
those  of  the  corresponding  period  in  the  previous  year. 

Earnings  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  for  the  last  four  months 
of  the  year  were  in  excess  of  any  similar  period  in  the  road's  his- 
tory, and  this  des])ite  the  fact  that  the  road  was  handicapped  by 
the  transfer  of  rolling  stock  necessitated  by  the  taking  over  of  the 
National  Transcontinental  Railway  for  operation  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Water  Transportation. 

The  steamship  business  of  the  Allan  Line  was  merged  with  that 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.  under  the  name  of  the  Can- 
adian Pacific  Ocean  Services  (Ltd.),  the  value  of  the  steamship 
property  involved  in  the  transaction  being  approximately  $23,- 
600,000. 
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Duriii.c:  tlie  year  the- passenger  and  general  cargo  service  of  the 
Black  Diamond  iSteaniship  Line,  which  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.  has 
operated  for  a  number  of  years  between  the  ports  of  Montreal.Sydney, 
and  St.  John's  (Newfoundland)  was  discontinued,  the  service  liaving 
become  unprofitable  and  the  company  having  lost  a  couple  of  steamers 
which  it  was  found  difficult  to  replace. 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  and  freight  passing  through  the  Canadian 
Canal  at  ISault  Ste.  JSIarie  showed  a  decrease  from  the  figures  of  the 
previous  year.  From  the  opening  of  navigation  to  October  31,  1915, 
the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  and  freight  was  12,009,143,  compared 
Avith  43,128,201  in  1914.  Figures  for  the  American  canal  show  a 
large  increase  in  tonnage  of  freight  and  vessels,  slightly  over  double 
the  figures  of  the  previous  season.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
opening  of  the  new  American  third  lock,  through  Avhich  most  of  the 
larger  vessels  now  pass;  it  has  been  designed  to  handle  the  largest 
freighters,  many  of  which  are  net  able  to  pass  through  the  Canadian 
lock  when  fully  loaded. 

The  facilities  afforded  large  steamers  by  the  new  American  lock 
Avill,  it  is  said,  be  equaled  by  those  provided  by  the  Welland  Ship 
Canal,  now  in  course  of  construction,  which,  when  completed,  will 
enable  the  largest  boats  at  present  in  commission  or  kely  to  be  con- 
structed for  lake  traffic  to  pass  between  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie. 
The  Labor  Situation — Decreased  Building  Operations. 

The  labor  situation  in  Canada  in  1915  shoAved  a  remarkable  im- 
provement over  the  previous  year,  except  perhaps  in  the  building 
trades.  Building  in  Canada  in  1915  shoAved  a  heavy  falling  off  from 
even  the  dull  conditions  of  the  previous  year,  as  Avill  be  seen  by  the 
following  figures  for  the  princi]:»al  cities:  Montreal  building  permits 
in  1915  Avere  $7,495,000,  against  $17,019,000  in  1914;  Toronto, 
$0,051,000,  against  $20,072,000;  Vancouver,  $1,593,000,  against 
$4,484,000;  and  Winnipeg,  $1,820,000,  against  $12,100,000.  While, 
however,  building  trades  suffered  a  serious  loss  of  employment,  num- 
bers of  men  in  these  trades  secured  Avork  at  other  employment,  and 
at  their  regular  occupation  in  rural  districts  Avhere  a  fair  amount  of 
activity  Avas  ncticeable  once  good  croi^s  Avere  assured. 

Relations  betAveen  employers  and  employees  Avere  on  the  whole 
harmonious,  and  the  year  Avitnessed  no  strikes  or  lockouts  of  any 
magnitude.  The  record  of  trade  disputes  as  compiled  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  shoAvs  that  the  record  for  1915  supersedes  that  of  1914 
as  being  the  lowest  in  the  departmental  record. 

Increased  Prices  for  Commodities, 

The  cost  of  living  Avas  considerably  higher  in  1915  than  in  1914, 
Qlthough  some  of  the  abnormal  speculatiA^e  prices  which  obtained 
shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  Avar  resumed  more  normal  proportions. 
The  Department  of  Labor's  index  number  of  wholesale  prices,  in- 
cluding 271  commodities,  averaged  148.7  for  the  year  as  compared 
with  130.1  for  1914.  These  numbers  are  percentages  of  the  average 
prices  prevailing  during  the  decade  1890-1899,  the  period  adopted  by 
the  department  as  the  basis  of  comparison. 

Eetail  food  ]:)rices  also  felt  the  effect  of  the  general  rise.  Butter 
and  cheese  continued  throughout  the  year  3  to  5  cents  higher  than  in 
1914.     Potatoes  also  were  high,  OAving  to  a  large  falling  off  in  the 


CANADA,  15 

crop.  Coal  and  wood  maintained  about  the  same  level  as  in  the 
previous  year,  although  jrreater  competition  among  dealers  and  in 
some  cases  lower  cost  of  delivery  and  transportation  had  the  effect 
of  reducing  prices  slightly  in  some  localities.  Rents  fluctuated  some- 
Avhat  during  the  year.  There  was  a  downward  movement  in  1914, 
which  was  continued  during  1915,  although  some  advances  were 
made  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  for  a  short  time.  As  the  industrial 
situation  improved,  owing  to  the  demand  for  war  material  and  the 
favorable  crop  conditions,  there  was  less  change  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 
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